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Glw. No doubt, no doubt; and so shall Clarence too;
For they that were your enemies are his,                     130
And have prevaiFd as much on him as you, Hast. More pity that the eagle should be mew'd,
While kites and buzzards prey at liberty. Gfai. What news abroad ? Hast. No news so bad abroad as this at home:                  135
The king is sickly, weak, and melancholy;
And his physicians fear him mightily. Glow. Now, by Saint Paul, that news is bad indeed!
O, he hath kept an evil diet long,
And overmuch consum'd his royal person :                 140
'Tis very grievous to be thought upon.
What, is he in his bed ? Hast. He is. Glou. Go you before, and I will follow you.      \Exit Hastings.
He cannot live,' I hope, and must not die                    145
Till George be pack'd with post-horse up to heaven.
I '11 in, to urge his hatred more to Clarence,
With lies well steel'd with weighty arguments;
And if I fail not in my deep intent,
Clarence hath not another day to live;                        150
Which done, God take King Edward to his mercy,
And leave the world for me to bustle in 1
132. eagle'] Qq; Eagles Ff. 133. While] Qq; Whiles Ff. prey} Qq; play Ff. 138. Saint Paul] Qq-> S. John Ff. that] Ff; this Qq. 142. What, is he] Qq; Where is. he, Ff.
136.  sickly] See  below, n. iii. 30,       139. evil diet] So More (ap. Holin-" this sickly land," and compare Lyly,    shed, iii. 712): " The king his brother Eufhues (Arber, 227): " Cassander . . .    (whose life he looked that euill diet being both aged and sickly * found such   should shorten)."
weaknesse in himselfe, that he thought       148. steel* d] pointed with steel, like
nature would yeeld to death,"                 a   lance ;    and   so,   armed,   fortified,
137. fear] fear for.   New Eng. Diet.    Compare  2  Henry   VI.   tn.   i.   331: suggests that the pronoun may origin-    u Now, York, or never, steel thy fearful ally have been in the dative, like Lat.   thoughts,"  where,  however, " steel " timere aticui, and quotes Berners, Hys-   approximates more nearly to the sense toryt of the moost noble and valiaunt   of " harden," as *' the steeled gaoler " Knyght Arthur of lytell Brytayne, c.    in Measure for Measure, iv. ii. 90. 1530 (ed. 1814, p. 213): "Arthur fered       152. bustle]   busy myself energeti-his horse, lest that the lyon sholde haue   cally.    Compare Lyly, Alexander cmd slayne him."   See also Merchant of   Campasfe, iv. i: " See, they begin to Venice, m, v, 3, 33; 1 Henry IV. iv.    flock,  and behold my master bustles i. 24.                                                     himself to fly " ; Merry Devil of Ed-